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SELECTED INVITED TALKS/PLENARIES (2016 on) 
2024 Keynote: International Conference on Affective Computing and Intelligent Interactions 
2024 Invited speaker: Sante Fe Institute, Interspecies Internet 
2024 Invited speaker: Berkeley AI Research Lab, University of California, Berkeley. 
2024 BioAnthropology Seminar Series, University of Cambridge  
2024 Invited speaker: Banbury Center of Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, NY 
2024 Keynote: Primate Society for Great Britain (deferred) 
2023 Invited speaker: Centre for Advanced Study of Human Paleobiology, George Washington 
2023 Invited speaker: Ritual in Human Evolution: Interdisciplinary Perspectives, University of Tübingen 
2023 Keynote: ICCV 2023, Artificial Social Intelligence, Paris. 
2023 Invited speaker: Origins of Language: a multidisciplinary perspective, IASH Jerusalem. 
2023 Invited speaker: Efficiency Principles: Minds and Traditions Research Group, MPI Jena 
2022 Invited speaker: Becoming Social, Johannes Gutenberg-Universität Mainz 
2022 CISA Lecture, University of Geneva 
2022 Keynote: The Crete Summer School of Linguistics 
2022 Invited speaker: Evolutionary Pragmatics Forum 
2021 Invited speaker: Animal Normativity workshop 
2021 Invited speaker: New York – St. Petersburg Institute of Linguistics, Cognition and Culture 
2021 Keynote Linguae Lectures, CNRS, Paris (deferred to 2021). 
2019  Keynote: Protolang congress, Lisbon. 
2019  Invited speaker: International Conference on Environmental Enrichment, Kyoto 
2019  Invited speaker: University of Zurich Seminar, Zurich 
2019  Invited speaker: Tai Chimpanzee Symposium speaker, Max Planck Institute Leipzig 
2019 Invited speaker: Départment d’Études Cognitives, Colloquium, Paris 
2019 Invited speaker: Primate Evolution Symposium, Max Planck Institute Leipzig 
2019  Keynote: Linguistics beyond language, Super-linguistics workshop, Berlin 
2019  Invited speaker: University of Oslo Seminar 
2019  Keynote: Japan Monkey Centre Primates meeting, Inuyama 
2018 Invited speaker: Chimpanzee Life-history workshop, Duke University, USA 
2018  Invited speaker: University of Lincoln Psychology Seminar 
2018  Invited speaker: Diverse Intelligences Summer Institute 
2017  Invited speaker: University of Kent BioAnthropology 
2017  Invited speaker: 40th Minnesota Symposium on Child Psychology: Human communication: origins, 
 mechanisms, and functions. USA. 
2017  Invited speaker: University of Portsmouth. UK  
2016 Invited speaker: ABLE from tools and gestures to the language ready brain, UCLA, USA 
2016 Invited speaker: Rethinking Animal Minds and Meanings; Berlin, Germany 
2016 Keynote: Chimpanzees in context, Chicago, USA. “Linguistic precursors in ape gesture”.  
 
 



 

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT: (2018 on) 
Selected public talks 
2023 TEDx St Andrews 
2023 What Makes us Human: exhibit Wardlaw Museum St Andrews;  
2023 Leakey Foundation Podcast series;  
2023 Talking Apes 
2021 Jane Goodall Institute panellist: Covid19 and Great Apes 
2020 Linguae Lecture series, CNRS, Paris;  
2020 The hitchhikers guide to language: Royal Society of Edinburgh 
2019 The language of life: Royal Scottish Society for the Arts 
2019  The language of life. Monifeith Probius Club 
2018  Curious minds: the language of life. Perthshire Society of Natural Science 
 
Documentaries and Media 
2024 BBC Obsessed by the Quest 
2023 BBC-Nat Geo Home 
2021 BBC Animal Einsteins. 
2020 BBC Natural History: Primates 
2019 Blink films: Animals decoded 
2018 Royal Institution Christmas Lectures (contributor); NOVA documentary: Talk to the animals; 
Rotating Planet documentary: Aging in the wild; BBC The Life Scientific 
 
Work regularly covered on: The Atlantic; PBS; BBC Inside Science; BBC R4; BBC World Service. Online: 
The Great Ape Dictionary (online community science work with >20,000 participants); and in books by 
popular science authors (Carl Safina, JF Derry, Adam Rutherford, Lucy Cooke, Arik Kerskenbaum). 
 


